
MINUTES OF MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY OF BUFFALO TOWNSHIP 

 

APRIL 18, 2019 REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

PRESENT:  John Haven, Richard Healey, Patrick Reitz, Eric Smith, Matt Sprung, Attorney Michael Hnath, 

Authority Manager Kristy Donaldson, Billing Clerk Jaime Ericsson. 

 

ABSENT:  Ed Schmitt 

 

1. The April 18, 2019, regular monthly meeting of the Municipal Authority of Buffalo Township was 

called to order by Chairperson John Haven at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. John Haven stated that the meeting was being recorded and requested that if anyone in the audience is 

taping the meeting to please state their name and address. 

 

3. John Haven led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

4. Approval of the minutes of the March 21, 2019, regular monthly meeting: A motion was made by 

Richard Healey, seconded by Eric Smith, to approve the minutes of the March 21, 2019, regular 

monthly meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

5. Open to the floor:  Vance Hetrick, 163 Bear Creek Road, was present to discuss the liens on his 

property and ask the Board to accept a payment of $20,000.00, to release the liens and pay off his 

current bill.  In addition to the payment, Mr. Hetrick was advised by Kristy Donaldson that he would 

have to tap into the water, remove his well from the system, complete a smoke and dye test on his sewer 

line and have a meter set.  The regular monthly meeting went into an executive session at 7:10 p.m., to 

discuss the matter.  The regular monthly meeting continued at 7:17 p.m. Eric Smith made the motion to 

accept the payment of $20,000.00, from Mr. Hetrick, contingent upon him completing the additional 

tasks.  The motion was seconded by Richard Healey and passed unanimously. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report: 

a. Financial Report for March 2019:  The Treasurer’s report for March 2019 was presented.  A 

motion was made by Patrick Reitz, seconded by Richard Healey, to approve the Treasurer’s 

report for March 2019.  The motion passed unanimously.   

b. Invoices:  The Board reviewed the list of monthly bills for approval as of April 18, 2019.  A 

motion was made by Eric Smith, seconded by Richard Healey, to pay the invoices as listed and 

presented by the Treasurer.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

7. Manager’s Report (presented by Kristy Donaldson):  

a. Sarver’s Mill Phase V Developer’s Agreements were presented to the Board for their approval.  

All required information and payments have been provided.  Eric Smith made the motion to 

accept the Developer’s Agreements for Sarver’s Mill Phase V water and sewage.  The motion 

was seconded by Richard Healey and passed unanimously. 

b. At the request of John Haven, a security vulnerability self-assessment is being completed.  The 

assessment is being performed internally, utilizing a protocol created by the USEPA. 

c. At the request of Richard Healey, quotes for time clocks at each location were compared.  The 

time clocks were ordered from Pittsburgh Time Clock Sales because they had the best price 

and offered installation and annual maintenance.   

d. Due to the Phase I/II sewage rehabilitation project and the day to day work load, summer help 

for general grounds keeping is requested.  The position would be about 24 hours per week at 

$12.00 per hour.  Eric Smith made the motion to hire summer help.  The motion was seconded 

by Richard Healey and passed unanimously.   

e. Jim Kopac with Smartlink, a contractor for Verizon, stopped in the office to inquire about 

cellular antennas on Grandview Tank.  A discussion took place as to how much land they 

would need to lease and how the antennas would need to be installed.  Verizon is offering 

$1,500.00 per month for the lease.  The Board agreed that negotiations should take place on 

the lease amount.  If an agreement is made, the contractor or Verizon will need to approach the 

Planning Commission.  In addition, a copy of a lease should be sent to Mike for review and if 

the work progresses, the engineering study should be forwarded to Ed for his review.   
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8. Solicitor’s Report:  Michael Hnath addressed the delinquent accounts forwarded to him.  He advised the 

Board to consider taking gas lease income rather than taking the properties to Sheriff Sale. 

 

9. Engineer’s Report: 

a. Matt Sprung reported that the ROW agreement for the Laneville generator was sent to Jim 

Schwartz for consideration. 

b. Matt provided an estimate of $26,000.00, to fix the intersection of Market Street at Second 

Street in Freeport from a water main break that occurred in December.  Eric Smith made the 

motion to advertise the bid for paving of the intersection.  Patrick Reitz seconded the motion 

and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

10. Old Business:  John Haven asked the other Board Members if they had any luck finding someone 

interested in filling the vacancy as a result of the resignation of Cynthia Braden.  Patrick Reitz stated 

that he reached out to someone in the township but has yet to hear back from her.  John Haven stated he 

has someone interested in the position, but she has to check with her employer first.  Mike Hnath 

reminded the Board that any appointment will need to be done during a public session and will need put 

on the meeting agenda. 

 

11. New Business: 

 

12. A motion was made by Eric Smith to adjourn the regular monthly meeting at 8:08 p.m., and enter into 

executive session to discuss a personnel matter.  The motion was seconded by Richard Healey and 

passed unanimously.  The executive session adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 


